SOUTH  AMERICA
colonists  must have been genuine royalists.    But not
until to-day has that fact been recognized.
It was Joseph Bonaparte's arrival in Madrid which,
as in Mexico, gave the signal for revolt. Men flew to
arms on behalf of Ferdinand VII. Before long, private
rivalries intervened and, on the 5th July, 1811, provincial
deputies at a meeting at Caracas, proclaimed the inde-
pendence of Venezuela and the birth of the first republic.
And what sort of a republic it was we shall presently
discover. Little by little the insurrection spread to the
adjoining countries, Chile, Peru and what is now the
Argentine. Disorderly hordes of irregulars soon invaded
the towns and the country districts. Village cures, fired
by what had been taking place in Mexico, stirred up the
Indians and the negroes to revolt. Spain was too deeply
engaged with her own internal troubles to take action
in time. It is true that she was soon to find herself in
conflict with a man on the great scale, the real hero of
South America, the liberator of a whole continent,
Simon Bolivar.
Simon Bolivar was born at Caracas in 1783, and came
of a rich family. He had pursued his studies in Madrid
and had travelled in Europe and the United States.
A widower since his eighteenth year, the outbreak of the
Revolution found him living on his own estates. Having
become involved in some obscure intrigues, he took
refuge at Curagao where he gathered about him a little
army of outlaws, and straightway attempted a blow for
the liberation of his country, Venezuela. In 1813, he
defeated the royalist Monteverde and took Caracas.
He made his entry into the place in a triumphal car